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R O U N D T A B L E

As the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary has a unique 
position among the saints, indeed, among all 
creatures. She is exalted, yet still one of us. 

Redeemed by reason of the merits of her Son 
and united to Him by a close and indissoluble tie, she 
is endowed with the high office and dignity of being 
the Mother of the Son of God, by which account she is 
also the beloved daughter of the Father and the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. Because of this gift of 
sublime grace she far surpasses all creatures, both in 
heaven and on earth. At the same time, however, 
because she belongs to the offspring of Adam she is 
one with all those who are to be saved. 

Mary embraces God's will and freely chooses to 
cooperate with God's grace, thereby fulfilling a crucial 
role in God's plan of salvation. Throughout the 
centuries, the Church has turned to the Blessed Virgin 
in order to come closer to Christ. Many forms of piety 
toward the Mother of God developed that help bring 
us closer to her Son. In these devotions to Mary, "while 
the Mother is honored, the Son, through whom all 
things have their being and in whom it has pleased 
the Father that all fullness should dwell, is rightly 
known, loved and glorified and . . . all His commands 
are observed."33 The Church honors her as the 
Mother of God, looks to her as a model of perfect 
discipleship, and asks for her prayers to God on our 
behalf. 

NEWS AND VIEWS FOR AND FROM KNIGHTS

May 4th, exactly two months to the day after the 90th 
Anniversary of the Arrival of the Mercedarian Missionaries 
of Berriz to Saipan—nine students were honored for their 
participation in Mt. Carmel School’s Commemoration of 
the day.  After the celebration of the Eucharist at Mt. 
Carmel Cathedral, the finalists received their certificates in 
each of the three categories—Essay, Art and Poetry.  They 
then proceeded to Maturana to present to the MMB 
Sisters their works. 

The Sisters were waiting for the students in the 
Multi-purpose Area next to the convent.  Sr. Martha 
Ramarui, the Local Coordinator, welcomed the students, 
teachers and guests.  Barbara Merfalen, the MCS Vice-
Principal then invited the students to present their works.  
Each one did, in turn.   

Sr. MaryAnn Hartmann, then introduced each of the 
sisters by name, country of origin and an overview of their 
ministries before that sister presented a small token of 
appreciation to one of the students.  Those garnering First 
Place in their category received a copy of the recently 
published book, “To Know and Make Known—one 
woman’s amazing faith journey from the cloister to the 
convent.”  Those placing second and third received a copy 
of “When God Shows Us A Road to Follow. . .” published 
on the occasion of the Beatification of Blessed Margarita 
Maria Maturana in 2006. 

The students then presented the original copies of 
their works to the Mercedarian Sisters.  The Sisters 
immediately said that they will share their works at the next 
Chapter meeting with all the other Sisters of the Mission 
Area of Micronesia. 

After a group photo to commemorate the occasion, 
a light merienda was shared as congratulations and 
picture-taking continued until the students needed to 
return to their regular class schedule. 

The occasion was a wonderful opportunity across 
generations to celebrate the legacy of Blessed Margarita 
Maria, herself an educator, acknowledging her continued 
influence even now and hopefully for future generations. 

Sincere gratitude goes out to all the Mt. Carmel 
students who participated in the contest and once again 
congratulations to all those respectively named winners.   

Art Contest Winners: 
1. Oscar Buenaflor 
2. Heleyna Dela Santa 
3. Leah Lansangan 

Poetry Contest Winners: 
1. Lynzey Green 
2. Hannah Lacap 
3. Robin Alvarez 

Essay Contest Winners: 
1. Matt Moran 
2. Brandee Hunter 
3. Cassidy Torres

Celebrating the 
MMB Legacy

May is the 
Month of Mary 
from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Continued on back

The top three Knights in each category of the recently concluded MMB Legacy Contest presented their 
winning entries to MMB Sisters on May 4, May Crowning Day and two months after the 90th Anniversary of 
the arrival of the MMB Missionaries to Saipan.

To commemorate May as the Month of Mary, Mount 
Carmel School celebrated May Crowning last Friday, 
May 4. Student Council president, Erika Mendiola, led 
students in the crowning ceremony.
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The honor we give to God alone is properly 
called adoration, the highest honor we can give. The 
honor we give to Mary and the saints is called 
veneration. Proper veneration of the saints does not 
interfere with the worship due to God, but rather 
fosters it. "Our communion with those in heaven, 
provided that it is understood in the fuller light of faith 
according to its genuine nature, in no way weakens, but 
conversely, more thoroughly enriches the latreutic 
worship we give to God the Father, through Christ, in 
the Spirit." With this understanding, we see that proper 
veneration of Mary does not detract from worship of 
God. Even as the Mother of the Savior, Mary has a 
place that is in every way subordinate to and 
dependent upon that of her Son, who is the one 
mediator between God and humanity. The maternal 
role that Mary fulfills toward us as Mother of the Church 
"in no wise obscures or diminishes this unique 
mediation of Christ, but rather shows His power." 

The Second Vatican Council explained very 
clearly that Mary can be said to fulfill a mediating role 
only in a secondary and derivative manner: 

For no creature could ever be counted as equal 
with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer. Just as the 
priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways both by 
the ministers and by the faithful, and as the one 
goodness of God is really communicated in different 
ways to His creatures, so also the unique mediation of 
the Redeemer does not exclude but rather gives rise to 
a manifold cooperation which is but a sharing in this 
one source. 

What Mary does for the salvation of the human 
family does not come from her own power, but from a 
gift of divine grace that is bestowed on her through her 
Son. All the salvific influence that she bestows on us is 
produced "not from some inner necessity, but from the 
divine pleasure. It flows forth from the superabundance 
of the merits of Christ, rests on His mediation, depends 
entirely on it and draws all its power from it."38 Mary in 
no way replaces Christ. Rather, her role is to bring us to 
Christ, as is illustrated in Mary's admonition at the 
wedding feast of Cana, "Do whatever he tells you" (Jn 
2:5).

ESLR of the Week 

#1. Communicate effectively 
using various methods and 
mediums.

Announcements 

PTO End of Year Carnival 
Celebrate the end of the school year 
with the Mount Carmel School Parent 
Teacher Organization’s annual carnival 
on Wednesday, May 30, from 10:00 am 
to 2:00 pm on the school campus. The 
carnival will also feature a raffle with 
cash prizes: $500 Grand Prize, $300 
Baby Grand Prize, and many more! 
Proceeds from the carnival and raffle 
will fund repairs to student restrooms. 
Winners need not be present to win. 

In the Future 

Sophomore Dress Down 
Thursday, May 17 

Last Day of Classes for 
Seniors 
Friday, May 18 

VOX Knights Exhibition 
Friday, May 18, 5:00–8:00 pm 

Junior-Senior Program 
Saturday, May 18 

Month of Mary 
continued from front

As part of the May Crowning Mass, Mount Carmel School students laid flowers before the kalesa carrying the 
representation of Mother Mary.

Parent Council Corner

End of Year Carnival and Raffle
May 30, 2018

$500 Grand Prize • $300 Baby Grand Prize
and many more prizes!

Proceeds to fund repairs of student restrooms. • Winners need not be present to win.

The Parent Council also wishes all 
mothers a most blessed and very

Happy Mothers Day.

Sports Calendar 

CCOPSA Varsity Volleyball 
CCOPSSA Championship Games 
TODAY 
Girls game begins at 3:30 pm at Ada Gym 
Boys game begins at 4:30 pm at Ada Gym 

All Island Championship Games 
Monday, May 14, at 3:30 pm at Ada Gym 
Girls Championship Game 
Tuesday, May 15, at 3:30 pm at Ada Gym 
Boys Championship Game


